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Brief History of Policies to Eradicate Native Languages
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Federal Policy Shifts

1990: Native American Languages Act (Public Law 101-477)

PURPOSE: To preserve, protect, and promote the rights and freedom of Native
Americans to use, practice, and develop Native American languages.

1992: Native American Languages Act (Public Law 102-524)

PURPOSE: To assist Native Americans in assuring the survival and continuing vitality
of their languages.

2006: Esther Martinez Native American Languages Preservation Act (Public
Law 109-394)

PURPOSE: To provide for the revitalization of Native American languages through
Native American language immersion programs.



New Mexico Indian Education Policies and Laws

Ensure equitable and culturally

. . Ensure maintenance of Native
relevant learning environments

languages
Implement educational systems that

increase the educational success of
Native students

Notify Tribes of all curricula
development for their approval

Formal government-to-government
relationship between the State and
New Mexico Tribes

Increase tribal involvement and
control over schools

Ensure participation of urban Native
American community members in
education decisions

Collaboration among all stakeholders
(Tribes, school districts, universities,
community groups, etc.)
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Sequential Language Implementation
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Early Childhood
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Laws Supporting Native Language Education in New Mexico
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Pathways to Education Sovereignty:
Taking a Stand for Native Children
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